Believe it or not Maggie’s Organics, the first apparel 
company to receive Fair Labor Practices and 
Community Benefits Certification, started off selling 
organic tortilla chips. 


Not unlike the colorful scarves and socks it makes 
now, the company sold blue and yellow corn tortillas, 
but added a cotton crop rotation to the mix to improve 
the quality of its corn. But the cotton yielded a crop 
and Maggie’s Organics was expected to sell it. 


After learning the harsh facts of conventional cotton 
cultivation and garment manufacturing, Maggie’s 
began making garments a different way - using its 
farmer's Organic cotton they started with socks, and 
then adding tee shirts: simple products that would 
encourage the use of Organic fibers in order to 
convert as many acres of land as possible from 
conventional to organic farming methods. 


Once it was involved in the sewing side of the apparel 
industry, Maggie’s Organics began experiencing the 
same problems that all apparel companies complain 
about — late orders and poor quality. So they began to 
spend more time in the factories, trying to figure out 
why these problems recurred. This is when the 
company realized who really sews the clothes we all 
buy: poor and often under-educated workers, mostly 
women. These women are paid by the piece, forcing 
them to stay at the same repetitive jobs for years in 
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order to support their families, and in turn damaging 
both their bodies and minds. 


The owners of Maggie’s Organic’s became 
impassioned to find or to create an alternative to this 
broken system. By partnering with Jubilee House, a 
community development organization, and pledging 
its sewing contracts, the company was instrumental in 
the creation of the Fair Trade Zone, a 100% worker- 
owned Sewing Co-Operative in Nueva Vida, 
Nicaragua. The co-op became the first worker-owned 
cooperative in the world to gain Free Trade Zone 
status! 


The partnership with The Fair Trade Zone has inspired 
the company to pursue other cooperative projects, 
and to develop relationships with contractors who 
honor workers’ rights. 


You can find Maggie’s Organics at the Ypsilanti Food 
Co-op. Look for socks, stuffed animals and other 
apparel. 


Don’t forget: The Al Dente Tour is 


Dec. 2 at 10:30 am at the co-op 


Quick Blurbs 


Buy Local Week is Dec. 3 - 11. Support your 
local businesses this holiday season. Look for 
the Think Local First stickers and posters in 
member windows and while you are visiting, 
look for the new 2011 Resource Guide. Pick up 
a copy and use it when making your purchasing 
decisions! 


Seven Reasons to Think Local First: Local businesses have great 
customer service, they contribute to our community's economic 
success, they create community, they offer unique goods and 
atmosphere, they give back to the community, they improve our 
community's environment and create great places to work. 


Check out The Power of Community: How Cuba 
Survived Peak Oil brought to you by Sustainable 
Ypsi and the Ypsilanti Food Co-op. Movie will show 
at 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 2 at the Ypsilanti Food 
Co-op. And coming Jan 6 - No Impact Man 


We're moving our offices upstairs, but we have some needs: : 


Microwave Good Office Chairs Pens Pencils 
Coffee Maker Wall Clocks Scissors 
Mugs Can Opener Towels 


Give the Co-op a call if you can help us out with any of the items listed above and 
Thanks! 


Member Loan Drive Begins 


We have kicked off our member loan drive. Make your donation 
today and look for the sprouting sunflower we are using to track 
our progress. 


Holiday gift ideas 


Find something for 
everyone in your family 
at the Co-op 


Michigan Wine 


Knitwear 
GL Ome 


Plastic makes 
perfect! 


Having trouble finding the perfect gift 
for the person who has everything? 
Give them a co-op gift card. 


The easy to use, magnetic strip cards are 
activated and redeemed at check-out 
similar to credit card processing. 


e Cards can be activated and recharged 
to any value the customer chooses. 

e No monthly inactivity fees and cards 
don’t expire. 

e Redeemable at all participating 
locations. 


e Gift card balances can be checked 


online at: https://www.mercury- 
gift.com/N CGA. 


We still have paper gift certificates. Ask 
your cashier for either option. 


